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"Hands off! This animal belongs to me!" ^, Mr? 
From 2000 BC down lo the present day, men / ' iyfc^, 
who own cattle have been p-lacing marks — "" *"* 
cattle brands— on the hides of (heir animals to show ownership. 

Before the day* of extensive fencing, cattle intermingled froely. Even 
today, this is true in mony instances- Brands are necessary if ranchers 
are to protect their livestock. 



To have any value, brands ore registered. In some states, registration 
is statewide. In others, as 
in Texas, registration is by 
county. Once c brand is 
accepted for registration, 
no other person in that 
^state may use that brand. 
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Branding irons ore of two 
types-, stamp and running. A typical iron, 
of either type, is from two to three feet long and three-quarters 
'tif an inch thick. On one end there is a hoop or ring, which is used to hang 
up the iron when it is not in use. The stamp iron has a stamp set at the 
end of the handle at a right angle. 



The running iron, however, 
has no stamp and is curved 
or "flshhoolced" at the end. 




A DOUBLE 

UNDE&3/T 



(?_ 



Sometimes cattle are earmarked. Although 
this practice is not used as extensively as 
branding, it is also o way of showing owner- 
ship. Several different methods of earmark- 
ittle are used. A "crop" is an earmark 
made by cutting one-half of the animal's ear 
off smoothly straight from the upper side. A 
"double overbit" is made by cutting two 
triangular pieces from the upper part of an 
animal's ear. A "double underbit" is the re- 
verse of the procedure. Two triangular bits 
are cut from the under part of an animal's 
ear. Sometimes on animal is both earmarked 
and branded. 

Some of the most famous bronds in the 
itry are interesting because of the 
imagination shown in their creation. The 
famous 6666 was born when a man named 
S. Burk Burnett won a fortune in cattle and 
and with a poker hand of four 6's. Settlers 
from lowo recalled their home by using the 
brand IOA, while Ohioans chose OIO. A 
former citizen of Essex, England selected 
5X for his brand. 

Whatever the brand used, the humor, 

courage, and love of life 

inherent in the people 

^^ who settled the West 

— ^%was always reflected. 
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